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Job description

Research scientist in behaviour, evolutionary ecology and conservation with a focus on rhinos in South East Asia and
Africa. Coordinator of the Sabah Rhino Project, director of the Rhino and Forest Fund and breeding advisor for 
African rhinos on private land in South Africa 

Research fields and interests 

My main research interest is species and nature conservation especially in Southeast Asia and in southern Africa. Here, I study the
influence of ecological and anthropogenic factors on the survival and reproductive success of African and Asian rhinoceroses. To
do so, I apply a variety of methods ranging from classical field investigations, such as behavioural observations, habitat analysis
and telemetry, to non-invasive hormone investigations, food analyses and genetic paternity analyses including statistics. 

My work involves research, dialogues with politicians, NGO´s and the industry as well as fundraising. My research
interests  include mate  choice,  territorial  behaviour,  habitat  use,  conservation  of  endangered species,  habitat
restoration, captive breeding and genetics. 

 
Professional appointments 

Since 2010 Research scientist and project coordinator of the Sabah Rhino Project, Leibniz
Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research, Berlin, Dept. Evolutionary Ecology 

2008 - 2010 Conference organiser,  Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research, Berlin,
Dept. Public Relations 

2004 – 2005 Scientific  director  and  program  coordinator  on  Sumatran  rhinos  in  Sabah,
Malaysia for the organisation „SOS Rhino“ 

Since 1999 Breeding advisor for African rhinos in South Africa, Thaba Tholo game farm,
South Africa

Education

2003 Dr. rer. nat at the Mathematic-Science Faculty of the University of Greifswald:
“Ecological,  endocrinological  and  ethological  investigations  of  female  mate
choice  in  free-ranging  white  rhinoceros  (Ceratotherium  simum  simum)”  in
cooperation with the  Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research,  Ludwig
Maximilian University Munich,  Arc-Livestock Business,  Pretoria, South Africa,
Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada

1995 Diploma  in  Biology  at  the  Free  University  Berlin:  “Home  range,  habitat
selection and group size of female eastern grey kangaroos, Macropus giganteus
Shaw” in cooperation with the Department of Zoology, Melbourne University,
Australia
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Outreach

Public talks and stakeholder dialogues in Germany and Malaysia
Numerous press releases in newspapers, German radio interviews and television contributions (ZDF, Planet e),  
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Conceptual development of 3 short movies, 1 children movie and 7 viral marketing videos on the Sabah Rhino
Project (e.g. Sustainable Management of Natural Resources, Cutting edge research for Conservation, Tam Tam my
friend)

Professional roles and services to the scientific community 

Co-organizer of the International Conference on Behaviour, Physiology and Genetics of Wildlife (2009) 200 – 280 
participants
Co-organizer of the international conference on diseases of zoo and wild animals (2009, 2010) 300 – 350 
participants
Director of the Rhino & Forest Fund
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